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Character analysis in the, Why I Live at the P.O.
Sister, a narrator in the Why I live at the P.O seems deluded and unreliable writer. Stella Rondo’s return to the family escalates Sister’s resentment. Sister feels that her parents have observably spoiled her and that she left the man she herself had previously planned to marry. Sister states that “I was getting along fine with Mama, Papa-Daddy and Uncle Rondo until my sister Stella-Rondo just separated from her husband and came back home again (Welty, par. 1). Within the family, there seems to be a fit of simmering jealousy and resentment between Sister and Stella Rondo.  Sister seems odd because she constantly accuses her sister of things that she neither said nor done. “Stella-Rondo is exactly twelve months to the day younger than I am and for that reason, she's spoiled (par. 1). 
Even though Sister is right to behave in the manner she does, considering the fact that she has been constantly abused, her unrelenting and dramatic insistence and complaints against her sister Stella Rondo significantly undermines this justification. Sisters narrate this story with a lot of extremities, every event of the narration is tinged with her outraged disbelief. This extremity damages her credibility (Adkins, p. 15). 
Even though everyone in the family may be lacking credibility, Sister is however seen as strange. She does not only participate in the criticism of the other family members; she also alienates herself. Sister's behaviour is characterized by extreme jealousy that she externalizes in her relationship with her sister Stella Rondo. Sister portrays a rather cruel streak as she seems to “praise” Stella-Rondo, for having a failed marriage with Mr Whitaker. In my view, Sister is delighted at her sister’s failure and continues to slap her sister in the face about Mr Whitaker's abandonment (McManus, p. 15).   
Arguably, this statement from the story is indicative of Sister’s joy, “I knew from the beginning he’d up and leave her.” Sister mimics Shirley-T and consequently states that the young nice has a developmental problem. Sister presents a very queer determination to prove Shirley-T’s parentage arguing that Stella-Rondo must have lied about Shirley-T’s parentage. Her insistence on the matter even when it was crystal clear that Stella-Rondo wouldn’t give in is quite questionable and brings the question of her credibility. Additionally, even though Sister indicates that she was driven out of her home to the post office, highlights drawn from her transgressions suggests that Sister might have had a hand in creating her fate. Sister feels bad about her sister’s home with her “adopted” daughter. As observed from her insistence on this matter, her judgement seems clouded. I said that oh, I didn't mean a thing, only that whoever Shirley-T. was, she was the spit-image of Papa-Daddy if he'd cut off his beard, (Par. 5).



Sister is spiteful of Stella-Rondo because of what she considers as a betrayal. She states that “Of course, I went with Mr Whitaker first, when he first appeared here in China Grove, and Stella-Rondo broke us up. Told him I was one-sided (Welty, par. 1). All members of the family as presented by Welty are eccentric, to say the least, however, Sister’s attitude and the decision to revolt against her family in my perspective is not justified. She views her sister Stella-Rondo as a selfish individual who doesn't appreciate what has been done for her. Similarly, she thinks her sister’s decision to live at the post office is childish. I think even though her family members are not easy to deal with, and their actions might require a response with equal force, I rather find her over insistence on destroying her sister’s reputation weird and unjustifiable (Nissen, p. 72). I rather consider Sister unnecessarily jealous, mean and very manipulative.  Because of Sister’s actions against Stella-Rondo, the latter decides to punish her by telling Papa-daddy that Sister said that he should trim his beard, which had been growing without being touched by scissors since the first appearance, 
Others might argue that Sister is only trying to fight against the family system that designed her as a scapegoat and Stella-Rondo as a favourite and the return of her sister, Stella rekindles the dynamic tension that existed between the two sisters. Donald Heiney states that despite the eccentrics in the family, the two sisters are admittedly feeble-minded than the rest of the characters, he further argues that “heir ‘regression into childhood’ is more whimsical than it is psychoneurotic (Donald, n.p). Sister’s revolution and constant fights with the rest of the family members particularly Stella-Rondo in addition to unmatched levels of arrogance, meanness and unnecessary sense of persecution is what drives her to live at the post office. 

Arguably, it is her actions that place in her the most difficult situation with her family. Observably, the entire family seems to turn against her because she has refused to go along with the rest of the family particular on the matter regarding Shirley-T. everyone else thinks the little girl is adopted, however, thinks otherwise stating that Shirley-T looks exactly like Papa-Daddy. For this reason, she is seen as an outsider within her own family. I said that oh, I didn't mean a thing, only that whoever Shirley-T. was, she was the spit-image of Papa-Daddy if he'd cut off his beard, (Par. 5).
Sister's narration enables us to get a glimpse of her jealousy of Stella-Rondo that is mixed with self-pity, she is not justified in her rebellious acts considering the fact that these actions are jealousy-driven. Taking a closer look at the narration reveals the highest exhibition of older-younger sibling rivalry which has however magnified in Sister’s mind to consequently result in these problems for her. The sibling rivalry has taken the better of her up to a point that she begins to feel every other member of the family is conspiring against her. “When Uncle Rondo, drunk, leaps into a hammock with Papa-Daddy, ‘Papa-Daddy woke up with such a horrible yell and right there without moving an inch he tried to turn Uncle Rondo against me (Welty, p. par. 15)
Even though Sister physically moves away from the family, she confesses that she is constantly thinking about them. This is indicative of the fact that despite the family having mental problems, Sister too has extra issues that make her relationship with the other family members sour. For instance, because of her lie against Shirley-T, Papa-Daddy begins to ignore her after finding out that the child is not mute as Sister alleges. For this reason, based on this analysis, Sister can be said to be slightly crazy because of the sibling rivalry which seems to be the root cause of every disagreement between them. In addition, her decision to rebel and revolt against her family is not justified by any chance. 
Works cited
Adkins, King. "Eudora Welty's Other Short-Story Cycle: A Reading of A Curtain of Green." South Carolina Review 42.1 (2009): 12-21.
Eudora Welty. Why I Live at the P.O. Retrieved from https://art-bin.com/art/or_weltypostoff.html
Heiney, Donald. Recent American Literature. 1958.
[bookmark: _GoBack]McManus, Dermot. "Why I Live at the P.O. by Eudora Welty." The Sitting Bee. The Sitting Bee, 11 Jun. 2016. Web.
Nissen, Axel. "Occasional Travelers in China Grove: Welty's" Why I Live at the PO" Reconsidered." Southern Quarterly 32.1 (1993): 72.
